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TWELFTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Concert Artistes’ Association, 20 Bedford Street, bndon WC2E 9HP
Sunday, 17 February, 2008

David Drummond with the At the Statue. Last year's wreath is just
Ladder of Opportunity visible. Photos by Sylvia Starshine.

This year the honour of scaling the Drummond laddwet placing the Birthday Wreath at
Irving's feet fell to Michael Sharvell-Martin. Theief ceremony was performed, as last year,
in chilly but bright sunshine, and watched by sdongy members and friends as well as a few
bemused passers-by.

Twenty minutes or so later, in the Concert Roonthef CAA, the AGM was called to
order by the Chair. After the customary prelimiasy Frances Hughes reported on the two
events held since the last AGM: a tour of the @&rlub in May 2007 and the Annual
Dinner in November, both of which were well-atteddad much enjoyed. The unexpected
loss of Daphne Clunes was a great sadness to allkwbw her, and her place on the
committee has been taken by Michael Sharvell-Mantivo, with the late Brien Chitty,
founded the Society in 1996 and was the first Chair



All Committee members were thankedJONATHAN GOODMAN (1931-2008)
for their commitment, especially Michael | regret to report
Kilgarriff, the Hon Secretary, and Sylvi the death of
Starshine, the Hon Treasurer. Frances also member Jonathan
thanked Hilary Phillips for once agai Goodman on 10
supplying the all-important wreath, and Alex January. The
Bisset, Vice-Chair, for the Birthday Cake. most congenial of

Hon Secretary reported that online men, he was a
members have welcomed the innovation|otrime writer of distinction and a member of
receiving The Irvingite and other| the somewhat mysterious Crimes Club,
communications by email, thus savingfounded by H. B. Irving in 1903.
considerable time and money and keeping
the subs at their present level. ET—FEMME FATALE

Hon Treasurer said that our financesTranslated by Michael Diamond
were sound, and thanked members foFrom Notes sur Londresby Brada
paying their subs promptly. Richard (pseudonym of a French countess), 1895,
Wadhams of Hogbens Dunphy was agaipp215-6. The material is reprinted from
thanked for auditing the accourmpsatis. newspaper articles written in 1893.

Mike Ostler, as chair of the Thurrock ‘At the moment the great actor Irving is
Heritage Forum, reported on the unveilingplaying Becket. Ellen Terry, the female star,
by Sylvia Starshine of a plaque in Purflegta creature of really subtle and voluptuous
Essex, the setting for ‘Carfax’, the house|ircharm, is Rosamonde. Well, her public
Bram Stoker'sDracula. In recognition of| embraces with her royal lover are positively
our help in planning the event he presenteémbarrassing. Wearing a gauze dress which
the Society with a cheque for £100. is as light as butterfly’s wing, she presses up

The AGM formalities having been against him, kisses him full on the lips and
concluded, Sir Donald Sinden then treated ustrokes his face with her white hands. Now

to a master-class in Terriss, the actor who plays Henry Il is a
unbridled hilarity. | strapping fellow who is particularly pleasant
The story of the| to look at, and he responds very warmly to
RSC’s visit to a| the effusions of his beautiful mistress.
Noh play in Japan  They are in the mysterious labyrinth where
will live vividly in | heis hiding her; at a given moment he sits on
the memories of all a step, and she sits between his legs quite
of us fortunate| openly with her head against his chest and
enough to have seen turns to be closer to him... This is extremely
Sir Donald in full | true and well done... but 1 find it
cry. Our Patron then ceremoniously cut theextraordinarily suggestive.’
Birthday Cake, which with a very palatableThis view that what went on at the Lyceum
white wine provided the perfect end to awould be too risqué for the French is
most warm-hearted afternoofd. unexpected, to say the least. Ed.




ODDS AND ENDS

The catalogues of the V&A's Theatr
Collections (as the Theatre Museum
treasures are now called) may be accesse
http://www.vam.ac.uk/tco/subjects

Dracula by Bram Stoker

A new paperback edition has been
published by The Bath Spa University
Presses, edited by William Hughes and
Diane Mason, and with an Introduction
by William Hughes and Notes by Diane
Mason.

Price £7. ISBN 978-0-9545648-7-2

To order: telephone 01225 875743 o
email: s.heward@bathspa.ac.uk

‘He died two years before | was born, an
yet | am as conscious of him as if | ha
served as a member of his company.’
Sir Laurence Olivier at the opening of th
gardens round the Irving statue, 1951.

Sketch of HI by Phil May
€.1902-3. Reproduced by

FOR SALE

e BRADFORD T. R. MEMORABILIA
's

don

i) ‘Farewell’ poster for TR, Bradford, w/c
9 October 1905. As above. 30"x19.5"
1dii) Programme giving casts and details of
adall plays for this week. Badly creased.
iiiy Dark green on yellow poster for the TR,
eBradford, w/c 20 May 1907, showing b&w
photo of H. B. Irving. Small tear at top.
20"x10".
iv) Another HBI poster, signed ‘Harry
Irving'.
v) ‘At Rehearsal’ b&w print of oil painting.
Signed and dated 1903 by the artist (Sir)
Bernard Partridge. 27"x20"
vi) Page of cartoons of H.I. in his dressing-
room as Mephistopheles iFaust From an
original drawing by Alfred Bryan. 15"x11".
Should you wish to peruse any of these
items before making an offer copies may be
sent via email. Item (i) has been valued in
the region of £200, but all are subject to
negotiation. Contact Evonne Randall on
evonne@mesiplc.com or the Hon Sec.

BROCHURES

The Society’s brochures have been reprinted.
If you think you can place any copies where
they might attract new members please

permission of Hilary Davey.

contact the Hon Sec.



Plagues designed by Horace Morehen 1883, possibtpinmemorate the first Lyceum
Company tour of North Americ&eproduced by kind permission of Laura Sherman

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2008

Tuesday 24 June
Old Vic Theatre 11.00

Backstage tour by Ned Seago
Light refreshments.

Note: this tour involves a number of
stairs.

Luncheonat local restaurant 12.3
The Studio

Talk by Gavin Clarke
National Theatre Archivist

14.0

The Studio is situated immediately
next to the Old Vic.

Cost: £6 (luncheon not included)

To book a place for both events
contact the Hon Sec. Pay in cash or
the day. Numbers limited to 20.

IRVING WALKS!

Prof Denis Salter of McGill University, Montreal,
emails with a sighting of an intriguing articletime
Daily News 16 October, 1899. This states that
moving film was taken of Irving walking the deck of
the s.sMarquetteat Tilbury, Essex, prior to sailing
for his sixth tour of North America. Avenues to
uncover this historic footage, if it still existare
being vigorously explored. If you have any
suggestions, please contact the Hon Sec.

Saturday 12 April 2008
10.30-19.15
Royal National Theatre
Olivier Stalls Foyer
Visit Michael Sharvell-Martin
at the Irving Stall

Editor, Michael Kilgarriff
10 Kings Avenue London W5 2SH
tel: 020 8566 8301
secretary@theirvingsociety.org.u
www.theirvingsociety.org.uk




